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December 2014
The term and the year are rapidly drawing to a close. Disappointingly there are no flurries of snow or vapours 
trails of breath to mark this passage into the festive season. However the foggy gloom and depressing rain has 
not dampened the happiness and excitement this season brings!
It is now a good moment to take time to view the achievements of the term with, among other, the active use 
of our new Google domain; the creation of two drama groups in secondary; a secondary and primary code and 
IT geek club; an incredibly active and industrious MUN club; our new Press Team; the 1e interactive World 
War 1 map (see website link) other and other exciting projects in the classrooms. We have also been really  
happy with  our  new recruits  (Ms Coghlan,  Cox,  Fullerton and Parlane)  who have all  made very  positive  
contributions to the teaching and dynamics of the section.
So now we can look forward to the New Year and exciting term ahead: new projects, trips and Ilymun. All of 
this and more you will be able to read about in our student produced ‘Newsbite’.
But lets not rush ahead. Take the time to relax and enjoy your well-deserved holidays. So on behalf of the 
teaching staff of the Anglophone section, I wish to congratulate the students upon the work they have done 
through the term. I also wish to thank all those of you have contributed to the success of this term: the parent  
volunteers in the libraries, the Board, Tom and Elsa and all the teachers.
I wish you all a very happy, peaceful and safe holiday and look forward to seeing you all in 2015.

Rob Miller, Head of Section

Fête des Lumières 

What is it and where does it come from?
The “Fête des Lumières” is a traditional festival celebrated annually in Lyon. 
The origins of the festival  date back to 1643 when Lyon was struck by  plague.  The municipal  councillors 
(échevins) promised to pay tribute to Mary if the town was spared. Ever since, a solemn procession makes its  
way to the Basilica of Fourvière on this day to light candles and give offerings in the name of Mary. 

When is it?
 The festival takes place on the 8th of December

What happens?
Every house places candles along the outsides of all the windows to produce a spectacular effect throughout 
the streets in the city.
The festival is a very big event with light shows and performances shown throughout the city. 

Over 4 million tourists come to Lyon for this event, it is now one of the three biggest festive gatherings in the  
world in terms of attendance!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwKAGjR3LgI
SO NEXT TIME REMEMBER TO LIGHT YOUR CANDLES!

By Iona Chadwick, 3eme

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bubonic_plague
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LwKAGjR3LgI


Christmas

It's Christmas time! 
Yes, Christmas is coming soon and presents have to be bought and there is no better place to go to than the 
Marché de Noël at Perrache ! More than 140 huts with people from all around the world (Russian, Polish, 
Peruvians, Canadians) selling their artisanal products ! Make sure you go and have a look ;) 

By Anna Plouvier, 4eme

Hanukkah

For those of you who don’t know about Hanukkah, I will explain as clearly as possible.
Hanukkah commemorates the revolt of the Macabees against the Greeks who oppressed the Jews, and would  
not allow them to practice their religion. The symbol of Hanukkah, the eight candles, refers to a miracle that 
was said to take place in a temple. The Macabees wanted to light a ‘menorah’, a special candelabrum that 
holds 9 candles, but they only had enough oil for one day. Miraculously, the candle stayed lit for eight days! 
Nowadays this miracle is traditionally celebrated by giving gifts to children every day for the eight days of  
Hanukkah.

By Isaac Noveck, 5eme

ILYMUN

• What is Ilymun? 
ILYMUN is a Model United Nations conference, which has taken  place every year since 2013 at the Hotel de  
Région, in Lyon,. A current and international motion is to be debated during the three days of ILYMUN, from 
the 22nd of January to the 24th. This gives the students an opportunity to develop their debating skills and 
adopt a global perspective in an international environment. 
This year’s motion will be on the Millennium Development Goals; created  in 2000, these goals are aimed to 
be  achieved  by  2015.  Each  committee  will  be  discussing  a  different  issue  concerning  health,  education, 
equality, human rights, new technologies, territories, the environment, and many others. This year’s theme is  
unique, for the delegates will be thinking of ways to improve today’s world, as well as reflecting on the world of 
tomorrow.

• How are people starting to prepare for the upcoming event?
Every week delegates get together and debate a motion, developing their knowledge and confidence. So far the 
issues debated have been gender equality, ebola, Antarctica, eco taxes, child labour, migrant’s rights…  As the 
evening approaches, the task has been made more difficult for them by imposing tasks such as “Come up with 
a motion under the form “this house believes that…””.

However, ILYMUN being such a broad event, does not simply consist of delegates. There is a vast  
organisation scheme behind it as well a press team. 

The press team have already started to work on posters or videos to inform the public and the delegates 
of ILYMUN 2015. Consisting of three groups: video and photo, writing and social media, the team will be  
working  during  the  entirety  of  the  debate,  taking  photos,  filming,  interrogating,  updating  news,  writing 
articles… 

• Hosting
The Cité Scolaire Internationale and the International School of Lyon, being the two international schools of 
Lyon are given the responsibility to host students coming from all over the world for the three day debate. 300 
students will be descending on  Lyon from the 22nd of January and it would be a great help if you could lend a 
student or two a bed to sleep in for a couple of nights.

For  more  information  visit  the  ILYMUN  wesite  http://ilymun.org/  or  directly  email 
secretary.general.ilymun2015@gmail.com 

By Emma Eberhardt, 1ere (part of the writing press team for ILYMUN 2015)

mailto:secretary.general.ilymun2015@gmail.com
http://ilymun.org/


New Staff Corner: Interview with Ms Coghlan

-Good afternoon Ms.Coghlan ,  I  have some questions to ask you. Firstly:  What is your full 
name? 
- “My full name is Anna Frances Coghlan.”

- Where were you born and where did you grow up? 
- “I was born and raised in London in the UK. From the hospital room where I was born, my mum had a view 
of Big Ben so she knew exactly what time it was when I arrived!” 

-What inspired you to become a teacher? 
-“I was inspired to become a teacher by one of my own teachers at school. He was called Mr McClafferty and 
he was my English literature teacher. He was a very grumpy Scottish man but he was very inspiring about 
books and a fantastic teacher.” 

- Where did you work before the CSI? 
-“Before CSI I was working in a school in London called Harris Academy South Norwood. It was a big school  
with lots of students and other teachers. And before that I was working in Paris.”

-Why did you decide to come to the CSI? 
- “I decided to come to the CSI because I wanted to live in France again and I had heard that Lyon was a  
beautiful city.  I also found the school a very welcoming and interesting place when I came out to visit.  I 
thought it seemed like a great place to work!”

-How many classes do you teach? 
-“ I teach 5 classes; I teach language and literature to 6°, 3° and 1°, drama to 2° and history to 1°. I also help  
out with university applications for 1° and Terminal.” 

-How long have you been teaching? 
-“ I have been doing some kind of teaching for 6 years but this is my third year of formal teaching in schools.”

-What do you like most about Lyon? 
-“I think my favourite thing about Lyon is the fact that there are two rivers. I love being near water so one of  
my favourite things to do is walk along the river.”

-Do you have a favourite book? 
-“ I have lots of favourite books but if I had to choose one I would say Another Country by James Baldwin. I  
read it at university and was captivated by his descriptions of places and characters. But I'm also a huge fan of 
the Harry Potter books!” 

-Do you have a favourite movie? 
- “I also have a lot of favourite films as watching movies is one of my favourite things to do! I would say my  
favourite film is Some Like it Hot. It's an old classic starring Marilyn Monroe. It's such a funny film and so 
charming and Marilyn is so beautiful in it.” 

-Thank you so much for answering my questions!

By Nava Gottlieb, 5eme.

_____________________________________________________________________
Drama Club
Since the beginning of the year Ms Cox and Ms Kincade  have been holding a drama club where students can 
not only learn more about acting and performance, but also about script-writing and stage direction 

When?
The drama club takes place every Tuesday from 4.35 pm to 5.25 pm (sequence 10) and if your parents can’t  
come and pick you up at that time, do not worry! Ask Ms Kincade or Ms Cox to see if you can arrange a lift  
with another student. 

Who?
The drama club is accessible to any student from 6eme up to 3eme. Boys and girls are welcome, you can come 
with friends or just make some in the club! There are currently 12 students in the club and anybody can join at  
anytime!

What?
Currently, the students in the drama club are learning to write and act out monologues. They are holding an  
‘open door’ performance showcase where they will be presenting them. It will be open to public (parents, 



students, brothers and sisters…) and will be held on Tuesday 16th December. There will also be a play in 
March-April 2015 that will be open to the public.

How?
Each drama session starts with physical and vocal warm ups, they continue with improvisation activities and 
typically conclude with some work on the monologues.

Overall the drama club is somewhere you can express your inner-performer, make friends and most of all,  
have FUN! 

By Louise Mounier, 5eme

Film Review Corner

Interstellar ~ out now!
“Travelling among the stars”

Genre: science-fiction 

Actors: Matthew McConaughey, Anne Hathaway, Jessica Chastain, Bill Irwin, Ellen Burstyn, Michael Caine

Summary: In the future planet Earth is slowly dying: the solar system is degenerating, turning civilization 
into a failing society. With food running out, it soon becomes clear that humans must consider interstellar 
travelling if they are to survive. In an attempt to survive, humans must “think not as individuals, but as a  
species”. When the discovery of a wormhole, created by an alien intelligence, leads to new planets that may 
offer hope for survival, a former NASA pilot named Cooper and a group of explorers, are sent on the tedious 
mission to save humanity.

Personal opinion: Many people told me it would be very scientific - and indeed the theme of the film is 
astronomy, hence physics is to be included - however, although it is set in the future, some elements simply 
aren’t  realistic.  Moreover,  black  holes  do  exist  and  are  a  mystery  of  universe:  the  fifth  dimension  and 
distortion of time will blow your mind. It is a moving film, which, in the end, is all based on the unbreakable  
love of a father for his daughter.

Fun facts for an astronomer:                        
• Black holes are created by the death of a star. 
• They were  once thought  to  be  an abstract  mathematical  idea are  truly  a  mystery  of  universe  with 

astounding properties and the capabilities to bend space and time, due to their huge gravity.
• Laws of physics break down at the centre of a black hole. According to recent theories, matter within  

the black hole is crushed into infinite density but space and time cease to exist. When this happens the  
laws of physics break down because it’s not really humanly possible to see anything that has 0 volume 
but infinite density.

• There  are  three  types,  differentiated  by  their  amount  of  energy:  spinning,  electrical  and  spinning 
electrical. 

• Not even light can escape a black hole.
• Near a black hole, you would be entering the future in a way as time will tick slower there compared to  

Earth.
By Emma Eberhardt, 1ere.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay

The film The Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 1 was directed by Francis Lawrence. 
The screenplay was written by Peter Craig and Danny Strong, and the adaptation and the 
novel  were  written  by  Suzanne  Collins.  This  movie  stars  Jennifer  Lawrence,  Josh 
Hutcherson, and Liam Hemsworth. The genres are adventure and sci-fi.

After  Katniss  Everdeen destroyed  the  games,  she  was  taken  to  district  13,  the 
mysterious district that was supposedly destroyed by the capital. The president of district  



13, President Coin, would like Katniss to be the symbol of the rebellion to help the uprising take form, while  
Katniss is trying to save Peeta from the Capital.
This Hunger Games film is not like the previous two movies in the series. The first two films in the franchise 
included a lot more action, but in this one it has more feeling and power, which  I think is what the writers 
were going for.

By Konrad Heras, 4eme.
_____________________________________________________________________
Anglophone Ads.

Guitar lessons:
Would you like to learn an instrument whilst improving your English? Learn the songs you want to play in a 
fun and creative environment! 
Philip  Cassidy  is  a  multi-instrumentalist  from  Ireland.  Philip  recently  moved  to  Lyon  having  previously 
worked with Music Generation (Ireland’s alternative music school funded by U2). He has six years experience  
teaching music and over 15 years experience in music performance. Philip specialises in teaching guitar and 
drums, but also has experience teaching ukulele, bass, music technology, and stage performance. 
Lessons are catered specifically to the individual student. Classes are fun and practical. They are typically one-
to-one but group lessons can also be arranged if you would like to learn with a friend! 
Class times are flexible and can be arranged to suit busy schedules! 
Classes are now enrolling for January 2015.  
Please contact: philip.cassidy.music@gmail.com or 077-124-8153
_____________________________________________________________________
News from Primary

Journalists – Andrew Heras, Owen Mercier and Stéphane Vanoosthuyse (CM1)

Happy Holidays everyone!
Have a wonderful break!

News from the Primary Library 

After the incredibly successful Willy Wonka invention competition, the Library volunteers have come up with 
another exciting challenge. For the children in CE1 through to CM2, they have to design a book cover for a new 
Wimpy Kid diary story. The CPs have to draw a cover to a new Winnie the Witch story. Entries have to be 
handed in to the English teachers by January 9th at  the latest. Don’t forget! Prizes for all those who enter

5 questions for …. Daniel and Roman – new students

Stéphane: Where are you from?
Daniel: I’m from Melbourne but I moved to Singapore when I was five.
Roman: I’m from Bristol in England.

S: What are your first impressions? How does it feel to be here?
D: Pretty good. It’s fun to be with lots of people.
R: It feels safe. I feel as if I’m part of it.

S: How did you feel when you moved?
D: Really angry at first. I left behind lots of English friends at my old school.
R: I tried everything I could in the hope we’d move back!

S: Do you like Lyon?
D: Yeah, because I like riding my scooter in the skate park.
R: It’s alright.

S: Tell me three things that are difficult for you.
D: French, grammar, history and science.
R: French, FLS, missing my friends.

mailto:philip.cassidy.music@gmail.com


News from the classroom

CP
This is a very exciting time of year when you’re 6 years old! Apart from the white-bearded man in red, 
December also marks a turning point for CPs. Rules and routines are now established and the magic of 
reading is in full swing! The CPs are also authors to several books. A great start in the Section .

CE1
The CE1s have been reading George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl and writing simile poems. The 
writers of the poems are as….. as…….Amazing!

CE2
The CE2s have been writing their own Magic Key books. They have typed up their stories on iPads and 
produced their own book with illustrations. Yet more authors in the making!

CM1
Have you ever made a crazy colloid called gloop?
It’s very easy to make. You just need a bowl, two cups of cornflower and one cup of water. Mix the flour and 
water together and then add a few drops of food colouring. The mixture will feel hard on the bottom of the 
bowl but when it’s in your hands it will drip. Weird!
Andrew

Monday afternoon in English class, we made an erupting volcano. It was totally cool! Me and my friends 
totally liked that experience. Our two teachers were very brave because it was really messy! (If you want to 
find out how to make an erupting volcano, track down a CM1).
Owen

CM2
CM2 have just completed a booklet on Gandhi. They have had to research, write notes and then turn these into 
sentences and paragraphs. The end result is professional and pleasing. Well done!

Thank you to Andrew, Owen and Stéphane for their contributions.


