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Section Visitors 
 
On Tuesday 24th February, the section was honoured by a visit from Mr Trichet, the Inspector-General for English 
(LV). He spent the whole day in the section during which he visited CE1, 6e, Le and Te classes as well as meeting 
with groups of staff, students and Board members. He was interested and impressed by what he saw, particularly 
the demanding language level of our classes and the smooth integration of technology. 
 
Mr Richard Elwell, the new HG co-ordinator at Ferney Voltaire visited our HG department on Monday 23rd Febru-
ary. He spent the day visiting classes and talking to our HG teachers. 
 

Planning for the future 
 
Next year’s 2e students 
A meeting was held on Tuesday 3rd March for the 3e students and later in the day for the 3e parents. The meeting 
presented the passage into 2e; the 2e programme; activities and options. Next year the students will be offered the 
opportunity to do either media Studies or Drama in addition to their normal classes in the section. 
 
Next year’s 1e students 
A meeting was held on Monday 23rd February for the 2e students. The meeting presented the 1e programme of 
study within the section and highlighted the differences between the US and the UK options. 
 
Countdown to the Bac 
The days left for Te students are rapidly going by. During the weeks leading up to the Winter holidays, the students 
had their mock HG orals and first mock written exams. Since the holidays, the students have been engaged in 
preparing for their mock LL orals. Despite their heavy workload several of the students continue to participate in 
section activities such as MUN and Drama. 
 
Ilymun 
De-briefing meeting have been held with the student organisers and the Region. The Head of the Direction de Ly-
cées who sponsors the project was very impressed and positive about the importance of the event. However we 
are still unsure where the venue for the next event will be. 
The students themselves are now preparing for the next event. Interested students had a constructive and infor-
mative meeting with the this year’s executive group. 
The MUN debates continue to be held each week at 17h30 in L411. All 3e-Te students are welcome to attend. in-
formation about the themes for debate can be found on the CSI MUN facebook page. 

 
 
Rob Miller, Head of Section 

 

Media Studies by Nava Gottlieb, 5éme 

 

Starting Seconde, Anglophone students have a choice between two options : Media Studies and Drama. The Media 

Studies course is taught three hours a week by Ms. Cox and Mr.Mckain. Students analyse codes and conventions about 

media advertising, cross-media advertising in Print and TV ads and film trailers. They have already made their own 

magazine covers, created their own products and designed a cross media advertising campaign. Currently , their 

assignment is to create a film trailer, due by this spring!  



I spoke with seconde Cassandre Verhelst about her experience studying Media Studies and why she chose it as her option: 

 
‘I chose media studies because I realized that the media completely manipulates us and gets us to think what they want us to think so I wanted to be able to 
think for myself, but I also wanted to see just how they managed to do that! Also we are making a movie trailer right now and that seemed like a lot of fun 
:) 
We started the year by making magazine covers. We also had to analyse some to know how things worked! Then we talked about  the connotation and annota-
tion of things, which means we looked at how an element on an ad for example conveyed a message (things like positioning of the body, colours). Then we ana-
lysed different ads (tv and print) and created two of our own. We have now moved on to film trailers and we talk about genre and the way they are formed, the 
types of shots that compose it, and the length of the shots! 
Honestly, I thought that the ad analysing was a little bit long but otherwise I really enjoy it because it's our creative class, the teachers are cool and always 
willing to help and we learn lots of different things!’ 
 

I would like to thank Cassandre for taking the time to talk to me. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Photograph of Lyon by Anna Plouvier, 4éme 
 

 
 

Restaurant Review ‘Tweet’ by Isabelle Riley, 3éme 

’Looking for some authentic New York bagels, or maybe some American snacks and treats? Then head down 

to Lyon's very own Best Bagels! Located at 1 Place Tobie Robatel, 69001 Lyon. #bagels #Lyon’ 

 
 
 

‘The Dress’ by Tiphaine Gallea, 3éme 

Okay, so the big debate right now is about some “dress” that people see in 

different colours.                             Some people see it in white and 
yellow, others in blue and black.  It spread all over the Internet last 

weekend, especially on Social Media. Everybody has expressed their 

opinion; even celebrities have gotten in on the debate. I did a little 

research on it, and apparently the picture comes from tumblr, and we see 

that a professional photographer hasn’t taken it; the picture isn’t centered, 

it’s badly lit and the quality isn’t spectacular… 

 So how come did it create such a buzz? Many people have tried explaining it scientifically, but nobody has found a 
good solution to this “problem”. 

     The success it has received proves that things as meaningless as that can spread 

wildly in a short period of time, since our generation is constantly connected. It is a bit scary that so many people 

took it so seriously; apparently some couples were broken up because of it! 

 

How do you see the dress? Do you think it is an important problem or do you think this debate is useless? Do you 

think this proves anything else about today’s society? 



 
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Book Review by Maxim Siegal, 1ére 

 

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D Salinger 
 

The Catcher in the Rye is a 1951 novel by J.D Salinger. The novel was originally published for adults, but has had 

tremendous success with adolescent readers, mainly for its theme of ‘teenage blues’. It has been translated into almost all 

of the world's major languages. The novel's protagonist Holden Caulfield has become an icon for teenage rebellion. The 

novel also deals with complex issues of identity, belonging, loss, connection, much of which are predominant themes 

going back and forth in teenagers’ minds.  

J.D Salinger’s novel recounts the days following protagonist Holden Caulfield’s expulsion from Pencey Prep, a 

private school. After a fight with his roommate, Stradlater, Holden leaves school two days early to explore New York 

before returning home, interacting with teachers, prostitutes, nuns, an old girlfriend, and his sister along the way. J.D. 

Salinger's classic The Catcher in the Rye illustrates a teenager's dramatic struggle against death and growing up. 

Neither a child nor a grown-up, Holden resists maturation, a process he sees as characterized by loss rather than 

growth. He sees most adults as “phonies.” This term will become extremely familiar along the novel, and the word itself 

nearly an analogy to Holden.  

I recommend this book to anyone in the process of adolescence or older, as it is simply : a beautiful story. Anyone 

could relate to Holden’s story, and realize that they are not on their own in this world (which is what most teens 

eventually start thinking) but also that rebellion is a phase which most people go through. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

News from Primary 
 

Carnival Time! 

 
 
The theme this year was the Circus leaving lots of scope for costumes and fun. Our reporters have been busy talking 
to some of the parents who helped organize the event. 
 
 

    Behind the scenes of the Carnival 

 
Everyone loves the Carnival that happens every year at the CSI primary school, but do you know how we prepared it? That's why 
Marine and Lila, two CM2s  who go to the CSI, wanted to get to the bottom of it. 
 
Every year, INTERSEC volunteers, spend many hours preparing the Carnival. They come the day before to decorate the school 
with circus decorations. While you were at home getting ready for the Carnival, these volunteers spent their time working hard 
so that the event would be a great success. Here's a short interview with two volunteers. 
 

Is it hard to prepare the Carnival? 

"It's not difficult but it's time consuming. It's a lot of fun. There's a lot of preparation ahead of time!" says Nathalie Schwab. 
"Hard, no, but it takes some time. It's fun to participate in children's excitement!" says Christy Balay 
 

How many crepes do you make and how many volunteers were there? 
"There will be 1100 crepes this year. That's a lot! And there will be 83 volunteers!" 
 
Now you know everything there is to know about preparing the Carnival! We can't wait … but we know that it took a long time 
and a lot of patience to prepare everything! 
 
By Lila Schwab and Marine Balay 
 
And just to prove it ….. 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J._D._Salinger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teenage_rebellion


 
 

                             
                     
Many thanks to Intersec and parents for all their help! 
 
 
 
 

Quick Carnival interviews 

 
This year, the Carnival's theme was "CSI fait le Cirque." So we have interviewed some 
CM2 students on what they think about the Carnival. 
Maia Krauth (Italian Section) was dressed up as a horse tamer. She really liked this 
special day because people had fun and enjoyed seeing the funny costumes. Her 
favourite costume was the big clown. 
Marine Balay (Anglophone Section) was dressed up as a lion. "It is such a fun day and 
definitely my favourite costume is the Popcorn, I love it!" 
Anne-Gabrielle Remy (Anglophone Section) dressed up as a magician was pretty 
happy about the Carnival, as it brings some fun at school, but as she mentioned: 
"Sometimes it is very loud and violent. I like the theme but it was hard to find a 
costume." 
Lea (Chinese Section) was dressed up as a clown, even if she does not like going to 
the Circus. Nevertheless, her favourite costume was the horse tamer. 
For sure, the day was very special and hope to meet again next year for another 
Carnival day!...and more delicious crepes!  
 
Lorraine and Maya 
 

 
 

CE1 show off 

 

Friday 9th February, was the day that the CE1s showed off by putting on a tremendous 

interpretation of Jack and the Beanstalk in Miss Parlane’s classroom (E 16). The CE1s 



worked hard for a vast amount of time to present their show on a well-known fairy tale.  

 

“It went very well,” said Miss Parlane relieved, at the end of the show. “The kids gave 

their best and made themselves proud.”  

 

Ian Byrne, an actor from the play, enjoyed his time passed with his teammates.  

“The rehearsals were easy because everybody learned his or her lines,” he said, “It went 

well.” 

 

Many others including Iona Geary and Aedan Payling admired the show.  

“It was good, they knew their words,” commented Aedan. Iona agreed. 

“Good, I loved it, it was impressive,” she asserted after the show. 

 

The show was fantastic, exciting and much more. We can all give a huge round of applause 

for the CE1s … and Miss Parlane… for their effort and performance. Hip Hip Hurrah! 

 

Mathilde and Tara 
 
 
 

Lire Sans Frontières : What is it ? 

 

 
Lire Sans Frontières is an association which encourages people to read books. This year, CM2 and 

6éme pupils at the CSI have taken part in this. This year’s theme is ‘voyage’. The children are reading 

in their language as well as in French.  The books come from different countries, which is very good 

because it helps see what people in Germany, Spain…etc like to read. 

It also allows you to get to know new authors, and enjoy more of their books later. Reading fiction 

books is a great way to escape from the reality of life and let your imagination flow. Reading non-

fiction books makes you more knowledgeable and discover amazing things you never knew before.  

Reading is simply a great thing to do! 

 

 

By Sarah COTTE 
 

 

                    The Bac Blanc 



 
As you know…or may not know….the 1ère have been doing their mock bac. How do they 
prepare for it? Do they do the same mocks for each 1ère? We interviewed two students who are 
doing their mocks – Elaine Artemieff in L and Emma Hemmerlé in S. 
 
What is the subject you fear most? 
 
Emma: The poetry in French is quite hard. 
Elaine: For me, it’s maths. 
 
Do you have better grades in French or English? 
 
Emma: In English. 
Elaine: English. 
 
Do the grades from the mock bac count in the report card? 
Emma: Yes, they are very important for our average. 
 
How are you feeling? 
Elaine: Right now? I’m a little bit stressed but I think I’m ready. 
 
 
Which subjects are you least stressed about? 
Elaine: English. 
 
What grade do you think you’re going to have in English literature? 
Elaine: This trimester? 15.3 I think. 
 
What do you hate and what do you like about the mock bac? 
Elaine: I hate the stress. What do I like about it? I don’t know. 
 
Anouk and Josephine 
 
 
 
News from the classroom – CP and CE1 

 
CP 
The CPs have had a lot of fun this week making sandwiches for a tea party in case a tiger should show up 
unexpectedly. … They’ve also had their first taste of hot-seating with some really searching questions to get 
characters thinking. Very impressive.  
 
 

 
CE1 
CE1s had a visit to the zoo in the Parc de la Tete d’Or to make notes for their animal project. They were lucky 
enough to see many of the animals outside as it was such a fine day.  
 
 
Primary press team: 
Anouk, Lorraine, Iona, Joséphine, Lila, Marine, Mathilde, Maya, Sarah, Tara….and in the next issue, Matteo 
and Sasha. 
 
 
 
 
 


