
American Option or British Option?

A Quick Comparison for 2de Students

American British
Shakespeare Yes (there’s no getting away from it!) Yes, of course!!
Genre Poetry, Prose, Drama and Non-Fiction Poetry, Prose and Drama 
Cultural Focus American and World Literature British Literature
No. of Texts 13 in total (written and oral) 3 for written exam/4 for the oral
Written exam 2 Essays 3 Essays
Critical 
Appreciation

Optional Compulsory

Oral exam Commentary on passage from one of 
3 core texts + discussion of all set texts

Commentary on passage from 
Shakespeare + discussion of synoptic 
topic

Analysis In depth analysis of 3 core texts and a 
more general approach to the others.

In depth analysis of Shakespeare and 
written texts and a more general 
approach to the synoptic topic.

Pace Tends to be faster as there’s more to 
get through

More steady – fewer books to cover.

Things to think about when choosing:

 Your own cultural identity – you may feel a cultural affinity with one option or the other but a 
British student can do the American option and vice versa!!

 Independent reading – there’s more reading to do at home with the American option but that 
doesn’t mean that there’s less work to do at home in the British option!

 Pace – The British option spends more time on each text. This might suit you or you may find it 
frustrating to spend so much time on one book!! You may like the faster turnaround of texts in The 
American option or you may feel that it’s too fast!

Example of the set texts (for examination in 2015)
American Option British Option

Core Texts (In depth)
Fitzgerald – The Great Gatsby
Frost – Selected Poems
Shakespeare – Hamlet

Other Texts
Achebe – Things Fall Apart
Desai – Clear Light of Day
Kafka – Metamorphosis
King – Letter from Birmingham Jail
Miller – Death of a Salesman
Morrison – The Bluest Eye
Satrapi – Persepolis
Thoreau – Civil Disobedience
Urban Voices (Poetry)
Williams – A Streetcar Named Desire

Written Texts
Auden – Selected Poems
Barker – Regeneration
Pinter – The Homecoming

Oral texts
1. Shakespeare – King Lear
2. Synoptic Topic – Writing of the Romantic

Age (Brontë – Wuthering Heights; Blake 
– Songs of Innocence and Experience and
a selection of Poetry)


