
2° Summer Reading List 2018 

 
 
Please choose at least one (but preferably two!) of the following to read over the holidays. You can of 
course choose your own books to read alongside! 
 

● Ernest Hemingway - The Snows of Kilimanjaro and Other Stories 
Thee ideal introduction to the genius of Ernest Hemingway, The Snows of Kilimanjaro and Other 
Stories  contains ten of Hemingway's most acclaimed and popular works of short fiction including the 
title story itself, of which Hemingway said: "I put all the true stuff in," with enough material, he boasted, 
to fill four novels. Beautiful in their simplicity, startling in their originality, and unsurpassed in their 
craftsmanship, the stories in this volume highlight one of America's master storytellers at the top of his 
form.  
 

● J.D. Salinger - The Catcher in the Rye 
The Catcher in the Rye is J . D. Salinger's world-famous novel of disaffected youth. Holden Caulfield is 
a seventeen- year-old dropout who has just been kicked out of his fourth school. Navigating his way 
through the challenges of growing up, Holden dissects the 'phony' aspects of society, and the 'phonies' 
themselves: the headmaster whose affability depends on the wealth of the parents, his roommate who 
scores with girls using sickly-sweet affection. 
 
 

● William Golding - Lord of the Flies 
A plane crashes on an uninhabited island and the only survivors, a group of schoolboys, assemble on 
the beach and wait to be rescued. By day they inhabit a land of bright fantastic birds and dark blue 
seas, but at night their dreams are haunted by the image of a terrifying beast. In this, his first novel, 
William Golding gave the traditional adventure story an ironic, devastating twist. The boys' delicate 
sense of order fades, and their childish fears are transformed into something deeper and more 
primitive. Their games take on a horrible significance, and before long the well-behaved party of 
schoolboys has turned into a tribe of faceless, murderous savages. 
 

● Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea 
Wide Sargasso Sea , a masterpiece of modern fiction, was Jean Rhys’s return to the literary center 
stage. With Wide Sargasso Sea , she ingeniously brings into light one of fiction’s most fascinating 
characters: the madwoman in the attic from Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre . This mesmerizing work 
introduces us to Antoinette Cosway, a sensual and protected young woman who is sold into marriage 
to the prideful Mr. Rochester. Rhys portrays Cosway amidst a society so driven by hatred, so skewed 
in its sexual relations, that it can literally drive a woman out of her mind. 
 



● Meera Syal - Anita and Me 
Nine-year-old Meena can’t wait to grow up and break free from her parents. But, as the daughter of 
the only Punjabi family in the mining village of Tollington, her struggle for independence is different 
from most. Meena wants fishfingers and chips, not chapati and dhal; she wants an English Christmas, 
not the usual interminable Punjabi festivities – but more than anything, she wants to roam the 
backyards of working-class Tollington with feisty Anita Rutter and her gang. Anita and Me paints a 
comic, poignant, compassionate and colourful portrait of a British childhood in the Seventies, a 
childhood caught between two cultures, each on the brink of change. 
 

● Maxine Hong Kingston - Woman Warrior 
 A classic memoir set during the Chinese revolution of the 1940s and inspired by folklore, providing a 
unique insight into the life of an immigrant in America. Throughout her childhood, Maxine Hong 
Kingston listened to her mother's mesmerizing tales of a China where girls are worthless, tradition is 
exalted and only a strong, wily woman can scratch her way upwards. Growing up in a changing 
America, surrounded by Chinese myth and memory, this is her story of two cultures and one 
trenchant, lyrical journey into womanhood. 
 

● Richard Wright - Black Boy 
At four years of age, Richard Wright set fire to his home; at five his father deserted the family; by six 
Richard was -  temporarily - an alcoholic. Moved from home to home, from brick tenement to 
orphanage, he had had, by the age of twelve, only one year's formal education. It was in saloons, 
railroad yards and streets that he learned the facts about life under white subjection, about fear, 
hunger and hatred. Gradually he learned to play Jim Crow in order to survive in a world of white 
hostility, secretly satisfying his craving for books and knowledge until the time came when he could 
follow his dream of justice and opportunity in the north. 
 

● George Orwell - Nineteen Eighty Four 
Hidden away in the Record Department of the sprawling Ministry of Truth, Winston Smith skilfully 
rewrites the past to suit the needs of the Party. Yet he inwardly rebels against the totalitarian world he 
lives in, which demands absolute obedience and controls him through the all-seeing telescreens and 
the watchful eye of Big Brother, symbolic head of the Party. In his longing for truth and liberty, Smith 
begins a secret love affair with a fellow-worker Julia, but soon discovers the true price of freedom is 
betrayal. 
 

● Charles Dickens - A Christmas Carol 
.This imaginative and entertaining tale relates Ebenezer Scrooge's eerie encounters with a series of 
spectral visitors. Journeying with them through Christmases past, present, and future, he is ultimately 
transformed from an arrogant, obstinate, and insensitive miser to a generous, warm-hearted, and 
caring human being. Written by one of England's greatest and most popular novelists, A Christmas 
Carol has come to epitomize the true meaning of Christmas. 
 

● Oscar Wilde - The Picture of Dorian Gray 
This Victorian novel was considered very shocking when it was first published. Dorian Gray is having 
his picture painted by Basil Hallward, who is charmed by his looks. But when Sir Henry Wotton visits, 
and seduces Dorian into the worship of youthful beauty with an intoxicating speech, Dorian makes a 



wish he will live to regret: that all the marks of age will now be reflected in the portrait, rather than on 
Dorian's own face. The stage is now set for a masterful tale about appearance, reality, art, life, truth, 
fiction and the ultimate burden of conscience. 
 

● Joe Simpson - Touching the Void 
This is the tale of two mountaineer’s harrowing ordeal in the Peruvian Andes. In the summer of 1985, 
two young, headstrong mountaineers set off to conquer an unclimbed route. They had triumphantly 
reached the summit, when a horrific accident mid-descent forced one friend to leave another for dead. 
Ambition, morality, fear and camaraderie are explored in this electronic edition of the mountaineering 
classic, with never before seen colour photographs taken during the trip itself.  
 

● Bill Bryson - Neither Here nor There 
In Neither here Nor there Bryson  brings his unique brand of humour to bear on Europe as he 
shoulders his backpack, keeps a tight hold on his wallet, and journeys from Hammerfest, the 
northernmost town on the continent, to Istanbul on the cusp of Asia. Bryson takes in the sights, 
dissects the culture and illuminates each place and person with his hilariously caustic observations.  
 

● John Steinbeck - Of Mice and Men 
The compelling story of two outsiders striving to find their place in an unforgiving world. Drifters in 
search of work, George and his simple-minded friend Lennie have nothing in the world except each 
other and a dream--a dream that one day they will have some land of their own. Eventually they find 
work on a ranch in California’s Salinas Valley, but their hopes are doomed 
 

● Michelle Magorian - Goodnight Mister Tom 
When the Second World War breaks out, young Willie Beech is evacuated to the countryside. A sad, 
deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish under the care of kind old Tom Oakley. But then his cruel 
mother summons him back to war-torn London... 
 

● Susan Hill - The Woman in Black  
Set on the obligatory English moor, on an isolated causeway, the story has as its hero Arthur Kipps, 
an up-and-coming young solicitor who has come north from London to attend the funeral and settle 
the affairs of Mrs. Alice Drablow of Eel Marsh House. The routine formalities he anticipates give way to 
a tumble of events and secrets more sinister and terrifying than any nightmare: the rocking chair in the 
deserted nursery, the eerie sound of a pony and trap, a child's scream in the fog, and most 
dreadfully--and for Kipps most tragically--The Woman In Black. 


