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PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 

 
 
What is the CSI? 
The CSI is a French state school with nine international sections: Anglophone, Arabic, 
Chinese, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, Polish, and Spanish.  
 
It is composed of  

● a primary or elementary school (Ecole Elémentaire) (6-11 years old)  
● a secondary school, comprising of a middle school (Collège, ages 11-15) and a high 

school (Lycée, ages 15-18).  
 
Over 2,000 students attend the CSI.  
 
The CSI’s first mission is to receive pupils coming to France from other countries and who 
cannot enter the French school system straight away for language reasons. The teaching 
programmes of the language sections are designed to allow children to follow the syllabus of 
their home countries, to enable them to re-enter the educational system smoothly should 
they return to that country at any point. 
 
The CSI also allows bilingual children to follow their school education in both languages, and 
eventually sit both the French end-of-school exams and those of their section’s main country. 
 
The elementary and middle schools of the CSI are reserved for international pupils, attending 
one of the nine language sections. However the lycée is both an international high school 
and the state high school for students from the local area. 
 
Anglophone section 
The Anglophone section is the largest section in the school, accounting for over 500 pupils. 
 
School fees (Anglophone section) 
Other sections have an institutional  teacher exchange with the country concerned: for 
example, teachers in the German section are German state school teachers who come to 
Lyon for several years while French teachers go to Germany.  
 
However, the Anglophone section has no such agreement with any English-speaking 
country, so the teachers in the CSI’s Anglophone section are privately employed and 
salaried. This is why there are annual fees for the Anglophone section. 



 
School fees can be paid at the start of the year or on a monthly basis. See below the fees for 
each level. Please note that is the child’s enrolment is sponsored by a company, the fees are 
different. Consult the Anglophone Section website for details : 
https://csianglo.org/about/admissions/ 
 
Primary 
First child 2 120 €  
Second child 1 910 €  
Third child 1 700 €  
Fourth child 1 480 €  
 
Secondary 
First child 2 120 €  
Second child 1 910 €  
Third child 1 700 €  
Fourth child 1 480 €  
 
Lycée (seconde) 
First child 2 340 €  
Second child 2 110 €  
Third child 1 870 €  
Fourth child 1 640 €  
 
Lycée (première and terminale OIB) 
First child 3 010 €  
Second child 2 710 €  
Third child 2 410 €  
Fourth child 2 110 €  
 
As the CSI is a state institution and cannot privately employ teachers, the Anglophone 
section has a board (APESA) which recruits and employs the teachers. The board is also 
responsible for all the other legal and organizational matters relating to the teachers and 
staff, as well as managing the budget and reporting back to parents. 
 
You will find more information about the section and the APESA board at the end of this 
document. 
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School times 
 
The school year 
The school year begins on Monday 3rd September 2018. See below for school holidays. 
Please note that different regions of France have holidays at different times. Lyon belongs to 
zone A. 
 
 
Autumn break  

School ends Friday 19th October 2018   
School resumes Monday  5th November 2018  

 
 
End of year break  

School ends Friday 21st December 2018   
School resumes Monday 7th January 2019 

 
 
Winter break  

School ends Friday 15th February 2019  
             School resumes Monday 4th March 2019 
 

 
Spring break  

School ends Friday 12th April 2019 
School resumes Monday 29th April 2019  

 
 
Summer break 
  

             School ends Friday 5th  July 2019  
 

 
There are also the following bank holidays. Please note that French public holidays (jours 
fériés) are taken on the calendar day, whichever day it falls in, even at the weekend (public 
holidays are not rolled over to the following Monday, as in the UK for instance): 
 

● 1st November 
● 11th November (Armistice 1918) 
● Easter Monday  
● 1st May 
● 8th May 
● Ascension (Thursday, variable date in May)  
● Pentecôte (Monday, variable date in May-June) 

 
Students are not allowed to take holidays outside of these periods. 
 
Primary school times 
Primary school days and times are Monday-Tuesday-Thursday-Friday:  9.00am - 4.30pm 
 
On Wednesdays there are no classes in schools in Lyon but the school offers optional 
extra-curricular activities (activités périscolaires) from 9.00-12.00 and 1.30-4.30. If you would 
like your child to attend these activities, you register at the start of the year, and there is a 
fee. Explanations are given at the start-of-year meeting and presentation with the head of 
primary.  
 
All primary pupils eat lunch at the school cafeteria (la cantine). The cafeteria is compulsory 
unless you take your child home for lunch. Packed lunches are only allowed in the case of 
food allergies or specific dietary requirements.  



For parents who work and need to drop off their child earlier or pick them up later, there is 
before- and after-school care in the school from 8am (garderie du matin) and until 5.45pm 
(garderie du soir). You need to register your child at the beginning of the year for the 
morning, the evening or both. Other children arrive from 8.45am.  
 
Primary school hours in the week 
Children in primary attend 18 hours of classes a week in their main class in French, and 6 
hours in their English class. For children who are not already fluent in French, there are FLS 
(French as a Second Language) classes (more information below). 
 
Secondary: collège and lycée times 
School times vary according to students’ timetables. Your child will be given his/her timetable 
at the start of the year and parents can consult it on the online parent-teacher application 
Pronote (see below). 
 
School time is divided into ten 50-minute lesson sequences, with two recesses (one morning 
and one afternoon). Lunch times vary depending on the timetables, and lunch may be at 
different times on different days. 
 
Séquence Time  

1  8.00 – 8.50  

2  8.55 – 9.50  

3  9.50 – 10.40  

Recess  10.40 – 10.50  

4  10.55 – 11.45  

5  11.50 – 12.40  

6  12.45 – 13.35  

7  13.40 – 14.30  

8  14.35 – 15.25  

Recess  15.25 – 15.35  

9  15.40 – 16.30  

10  16.35 – 17.25  

  



 

 

 

Students must arrive on time for lessons. If a collège or lycée student is late, he or she must 
report to the school office. Students are not authorized to leave the building during class 
time, even for medical appointments. 
 

School books 
Primary: no books need to be purchased. Books are loaned to the children. 

 
Secondary: all books are loaned to students at the start of the year. 
 
Lycée: a book lending scheme is organized by the parents’ association. Contact the FCPE or 
PEEP for more info : bal_fcpe_csi@yahoo.fr or peepcsi@yahoo.fr. Information is also on the 
notice board in the lycée. 
 
In Lycée, the fee for the books can be paid with the ‘Pass Région’ card. For more 
information:   
https://jeunes.auvergnerhonealpes.fr/106-pass-region.htm 
 

School insurance 
For compulsory school activities (i.e. attending school): school insurance is optional but 
strongly recommended in France, in case of accident, incident or injury.  
 
For optional school activities (i.e. outings and trips), school insurance is mandatory. 
 
School insurance covers a child and his/her parents in case of injury caused to a third person 
(civil responsibility) or injury caused by a third party (individual guarantee in case of bodily 
injury). 
 
Holders of a comprehensive multirisk insurance policy which covers the whole family should 
look very carefully to check which type of risks are actually covered by their contract. It is 
recommended that you ask your insurance company to provide all necessary details.  
 
Parents can obtain school insurance from their own insurance company or choose a contract 
recommended by the parents’ association.  
 
Quotient familial (means-based fees) 
‘Quotient familial’ is a system which calculates the amount parents pay based on their level 
of income and the number of children they have. This determines how much you pay for the 
cafeteria (and extra-curricular activities in primary).   
 
The Ville de Lyon has an online calculator for the ‘Quotient familial’, here: 
http://www.lyon.fr/espace-demarches/tourisme-loisirs/loisirs/calcul-du-quotient-familial-munici
pal.html 
 
Please note that the French state will not provide financial aid towards the Anglophone 
section fees. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bal_fcpe_csi@yahoo.fr
mailto:peepcsi@yahoo.fr
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Families on low incomes / Grants 
The CSI has a fund to help parents in severe financial difficulty. You can contact the school 
social worker (assistant sociale) on: +33- (0)4 78 74 05 17 
 
Are you eligible for a grant? There is an online calculator here:  
www.education.gouv.fr/bourses-de-college  and   www.education.gouv.fr/bourses-de-lycee  
 

Children with allergies or medical conditions  
A personal care project (PAI: Projet d’Accueil Individualisé) is established when a 
student presents a medical condition, allergy or food intolerance which calls for special care 
or conditions. 
 
The PAI is a protocol of necessary conditions, practices and behaviour drawn up by the 
parents, the school and any other people concerned. You can request a protocol directly via 
the director of the school in primary, (Directeur de l’école élémentaire) or the Conseillères 
Principales d’Education (CPE) in secondary.  
 
The student then follows the usual school programme, with any necessary changes or 
conditions stipulated in the PAI. 
 
Children with disabilities  
For students with disabilities or learning difficulties, the family should contact the director of the 
school in primary, and the CPE for secondary (see contact details below) . Together they can 
define the needs of the student and make any necessary adjustments to the organization and 
classes. 
 
School buses 
There are 14 school buses dedicated to the CSI. They serve most of Lyon and the 
surrounding area. The school buses are run by the Lyon transport network (TCL). The buses 
arrive at school at 8.40 and depart at 4.45 (except Wednesdays) for primary and at 5:45 for 
secondary. 
 
The buses arrive and leave from rue Alexander Fleming, which is one street away from the 
school entrance. Surprising as it may seem to new parents with children in primary, most 
pupils at the CSI take these buses, unaccompanied. If your child is entering primary and you 
think he or she might take one of these buses, here is how you can prepare: 
 
The school lines are called ‘Junior Direct’ and the dedicated lines for the CSI are 390, 391 A 
and B, 392, 393A and B, 394, 395, 396, 397, 398A and B, and 399. Look on the following link 
to see which bus goes nearest your home: http://www.csilyon.fr/IMG/pdf/jd_csi.pdf 
 
To travel on these buses, children just need a monthly or annual travel card, which parents 
can obtain from a TCL office. For more information consult the TCL website: 
http://www.tcl.fr/Pages-annexes/Abonnement-TCL-Pass-Scolaire/Pass-Scolaire-2017-2018 
 
Parents are advised to accompany their children on the bus at the start of the school year, at 
least for the first few days until the child is familiar with the bus number and the route to and 
from the school gate. In the first week of the school year, primary children are taken to their 
bus at the end of the day by a member of staff. After this time, children are independent. 
 

http://www.education.gouv.fr/bourses-de-college
http://www.education.gouv.fr/bourses-de-lycee
http://www.csilyon.fr/IMG/pdf/jd_csi.pdf
http://www.tcl.fr/Pages-annexes/Abonnement-TCL-Pass-Scolaire/Pass-Scolaire-2017-2018


 

It is also recommended that parents give children a card with their bus number and their 
parents’ cell phone numbers on it, in case there is a problem in the adjustment period. 
 
On the TCL website you can also sign up to have real time information sent to your mobile, if 
there is an issue with your bus, for example.  
 
Note that passengers are advised to be at their bus stop five minutes earlier than the time of 
departure. 
 
As a final word on this subject, it is worth noting that parents from the CSI get to know each 
other very quickly at the bus stops, and parents can exchange mobile numbers in case of a 
problem. In addition, the bus drivers are very accessible and attentive to children in difficulty 
for whatever reason. After a few weeks, CSI pupils - even the youngest ones - generally 
enjoy taking the bus and the independence it provides.  
 

Coming to the CSI 
  
By metro, tram or bus: 

www.tcl.fr  
Métro line B (blue line): 10 minutes’ walk from the station ‘Stade de Gerland’ 
Bus n° 60 : bus stop ‘Institut Pasteur’ is very near the school 
Tram T1: 10 minutes’ walk from the tram stop ‘Halle Tony Garnier’  
  

By car:  
Street parking near the CSI (limited) and the nearest public car park is LPA-Tony Garnier 

in the rue Jonas Salk  
Note : access to the road in front of the school is strictly unauthorized for vehicles 
By bike:  
Velo’v  Like many cities, Lyon has a bike rental system called Velo’v. The nearest station to 

the school is ‘Borne 7049 Cité scolaire Internationale avenue Tony Garnier’ 
     www.velov.grandlyon.com 
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First day of school: what do I need to do? 
 

 
 
Here is a useful checklist for the start of term: 

● Check the date of the first day of school (la rentrée). 
● Make sure your child has the necessary stationery and equipment for both French 

and English classes (see below). 
● If your child is going to take the school bus, make sure he/she has a TCL card, you 

know which bus to take, and at what time. 
● If your child is in primary, make sure he or she has your mobile phone numbers and 

the bus number in his/her pocket or in the school bag. 
● Make sure you have arranged school insurance for your child (see above). 
● In primary, there is a general meeting for parents, on the first morning of term. If your 

child is in primary you should make yourself available for this meeting. The head of 
primary presents all necessary information for the year, including extra-curricular 
activities, the cafeteria, payment, etc. (this meeting is in French). APESA Welcome 
Committee members are on hand to assist. 

● For secondary (collège and lycée), the start of the school year is spread over two 
days. The date and time of the rentrée for your child’s grade will be given on the day 
of the enrolment in June/July. 

 

Stationery and equipment 
  
Here is a glossary of the stationery and equipment usually required by the French and 
English sections of the school. Please note that you will need to buy some items twice: once 
for the French section and once for the English section.  
 

● Gros feutre à ardoise = a thick whiteboard marker 
● Ardoise = a child’s whiteboard 
● Chiffon = a rag or cloth to clean the whiteboard 
● Crayons à papier = pencils 
● Taille crayon = pencil sharpener 
● Gomme = eraser 
● Gros baton de colle = a large stick of glue 
● Paire de ciseaux = a pair of scissors 
● Règle plate de 20cm = 20cm ruler 
● Grande trousse = large pencil case 



● 12 crayons de couleur = 12 coloured crayons 
● Feutres double pointe = a marker with one thin tip and one thick tip 
● Pochette avec élastiques = a plastic folder with elastic fasteners 
● Rouleau d’essuie tout = a roll of kitchen roll 
● Boîte de mouchoirs = a box of tissues 
● Photo d’identité = identity photo 
● Cahier Seyes ou cahier grand carreaux = graph paper notebook 
● Cahier 24 x 32 = 24cm x 32cm notebook 
● Cahier petits carreaux = small grid notebook 
● Nombre de pages = number of pages 
● Protège cahier = protective plastic envelope for notebook 
● Porte vues = book or folder made of plastic display sleeves (usually A4 size) 
● Feuilles : loose leaf paper 
● Cahier de brouillon = rough notebook 
● Classeur = binder 
● Blouse = art shirt 

 
For primary, the full list of stationery required is on the CSI website.  
 
For secondary and lycée, a list with the required items by subject is given in June/July, upon 
enrolment. 
 
You can pick up all of these items in major supermarkets, as they stock up during the 
summer to prepare for the start of the school year. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Everyday life at the CSI 
 

 
 
 
School office (secondary) 
The school office (Bureau de la Vie Scolaire) is a team comprised of educators and 
pedagogical assistants : Conseillère Principale d'Education (CPE), Assistants d'Education (or 
surveillants) and Assistant Pédagogique. There is one school office dedicated to collège and 
another to lycée. 
 
This office is responsible for all the times in the day when the students are not actually in 
class: recess, breaks, teacher absences and boarding students.  
  
The school office, under the responsibility of the CPE, is responsible for absences, security, 
making sure school rules are respected in and out of class, and communication with families 
if need be. 
 
Communicating with the CSI 
Each pupil has a ‘cahier de liaison’, which is a notebook for communication between 
teachers and parents. Parents must fill in this book at the beginning of the school year and 
consult it regularly, making sure to sign any messages from teachers. The book also allows 
parents to request an appointment, and to notify the school of absences. 
 
If your child is absent 
If your child cannot attend school, you should inform the CSI first thing: 
In primary : the head of primary by email or phone (see details below) 
In collège and lycée: the school office by email or phone (see details below) 
When the child returns to school, the parent must complete a note of absence in the child’s 
‘cahier de liaison’. 
 
Pronote 
In collège and lycée, each parent has access to Pronote, which is an online interface for 
communication between teachers and parents. Parents will receive a login and password at 
the start of the school year. If you have several children in secondary, you can access all the 
accounts via the same login. 
On Pronote parents can find information about the school, students’ timetables, grades and 
results, and homework assignments. Parents can also communicate with teachers and the 
admin team via a messenger. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Teacher absences 
Primary: if a primary teacher is absent, the teacher may be replaced, in which case the class 
goes ahead as usual. Otherwise, the class is divided between the other teachers in primary, 
and the children join those classes for the day.  
 
Secondary: if a secondary teacher is absent, the teacher may be replaced, in which case 
the class goes ahead as usual. If the teacher is not replaced, the students go to 
‘permanence’, which means they are looked after by a staff member but there is no class. 
They may also be allowed to go to the library to work. 
 
When a teacher is absent, the pupil must go to the school office, and they will organize 
where pupils should go during the lesson time. 
 
Permanence (collège-lycée) 
As mentioned above, ‘permanence’ is a time when students can work under the surveillance 
of an adult. This can be when a teacher is absent or if there is a gap between two classes. 
The student must inform the school office before going to ‘permanence’.  
 
Students can also go to the library, the CDI or their language library, again after informing the 
school office. 
 
The Anglophone library located in the central ground floor corridor of the CSI (Rue Centrale) 
is also open 9:00-4:30 every day (9:00-12:00 on Wednesdays). Run by a team of 
Anglophone volunteers, it can welcome up to 25 students. They are allowed to read, work 
and relax. 
 
Medical centre / School doctor 
A part-time nurse (infirmière) is available for primary and two full-time nurses for secondary. 
There is also a school doctor (médecin de l'école). This team is available for medical issues 
and to support children with a personal care project (see ‘PAI’, above).  
The medical centre (‘centre médical’) is open to all and the staff applies a strict code of 
confidentiality. The nurses can intervene when needed for first aid, and can look after 
children who get sick during the school day.  
 
Vaccinations: Children must have had certain vaccinations before beginning French school. 
The school requires a medical certificate (or for French families, the ‘carnet de vaccinations’) 
at the start of the school year.  
 
Please note the DTP vaccination (diphtheria, tetanus and polio) is compulsory. 
 
Medical appointments 
The school requests that all medical appointments be outside of school times so as not to 
interfere with the school day, with the exception of urgent cases. 
 
Leaving the school building 
Primary:  pupils must remain in school for the whole of the school day.  
 
Collège:  if a teacher is absent for the last class of the day, students may leave the school 
only with the express written permission of the parents (in the ‘cahier de liaison’). 
Students are not authorized to leave the school during recess or other breaks. 



 

 

 
Lycée: students can leave the school when they have an hour free in their timetable, during 
meal times (unless they are minor and their legal parent or guardian refuses), or if a teacher 
is absent and the school has given no instructions to the contrary.  
 
Library (CDI) 
 
The ‘Centre de Documentation et d’Information (CDI) is much more than a school library: it is 
a place where students can do research, a place of information, intercultural exchanges, and 
a multilingual video and audio library where students can consult and borrow resources. It is 
open to all members of the school.   
 
The CDI is located in the centre of the school, and is shared between collège and lycée. 
During lesson times, pupils must have authorization from the school office to enter the library.  
 
Open Monday-Friday from 8.00-5.30 
http://0693446w.esidoc.fr/ 
 
Primary library (BCD primaire) 
 

 
 
Library and documentation centre for primary school (‘Bibliotheque et Centre de 
Documentation’). 
Children can consult and borrow books in French, English, Spanish, Italian, German, Polish 
and Portuguese (Chinese and Japanese in class only).  
 
 
English, Spanish and Portuguese libraries (secondary ) 
Books in these languages are available to consult and borrow in room R207. 
Volunteers take turns to staff these libraries. 
 
School cafeterias 
The CSI has 3 self-service cafeterias: one for primary, one for secondary and one for lycée.  
 
The menus are balanced and contain a starter, a hot dish, a dairy product and a dessert. 
Menus can be consulted online at https://csianglo.org/  
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Packed lunches are only allowed in case of food allergies or intolerances (please contact the 
head of the school or the school office in this case).  
 
The cost of the meal is calculated based on the parents’ income (quotient familial). Please 
note that this applies only to families who live in Lyon itself. Families who live outside of the 
city of Lyon automatically pay the full amount, whatever their income. 
 
You can calculate your ‘quotient familial’ here:  
www.lyon.fr/ Click ‘de A à Z’ and then click ‘quotient familial’.  
 
You will need to obtain an official document from the CAF (Caisse d’Allocations Familiales): 
http://www.caf.fr/ma-caf/caf-du-rhone/actualites 
 
How to pay for the cafeteria: Go to www.csilyon.fr then “restauration”, then “comment 
régler votre facture”. 
 
Payment for primary: the cafeteria bill is sent at the end of each month. The bill lists how 
many meals the child has taken. The cost of a meal varies between 0,75€ et 6,70€ according 
to the parents’ income. 
 
Payment for secondary: Students have a cafeteria card and are registered for a certain 
number of days per week. The bill is payable monthly. Parents receive an email with the total 
amount each month and can pay either by cheque or online. It is a fixed fee and is payable 
even if your child is sick (for less than seven days). If the child is off for over seven days, the 
parent is not billed. For trips organized by the school, the school informs the cafeteria directly 
and the amount is deducted from the bill. However parents are advised to check their bill. 
The cost of a meal in collège varies between 1 and 3,90€. 
 
Payment for lycée : Students have a rechargeable cafeteria card. Parents can pay by 
cheque or online to charge the card. It works like a company cafeteria card. The cost of a 3 
course meal in lycée is 3,90€. 
 
Dress code 
In France, schoolchildren do not wear a uniform. Smart clothing is the only requirement, and 
this is part of the official school regulations.  
 
According to French law, no visible signs of religious affiliation are allowed in school (or any 
other public institution).  
 
Specific clothing is required for sports, and this is detailed in the list of school equipment.  
 
 
Parent-teacher meetings 
 
Primary 
At the start of the school year, each French teacher holds an information meeting in which he 
or she presents the programme for the year to parents. Children are not allowed to attend 
this meeting, which is reserved for the parents. The Anglophone section teachers organize a 
separate start of year information meeting. 
 

http://www.lyon.fr/
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Families can request an individual meeting with the teachers via the child’s notebook (cahier 
de liaison). To ensure all aspects of the child’s situation are taken into account, both the 
French teacher and the English teacher will attend any meeting called individually by parents. 
Parents may also be called to a meeting by a teacher. 
 
There are no specific parent appointments at the end of each term, when the pupil’s booklet 
and grades are given, but once again families are entitled to request a meeting with the 
teachers at any point in the year. 
 
Secondary 
According to the student’s needs, families are entitled to request a meeting with the teachers 
at any time. They can make the request via the student’s notebook (cahier de liaison).  
 
At the beginning of the school year a group parents-teachers meeting is organized (a 
separate evening for each grade) where the curriculum and class organization are explained. 
 
In January parents are invited to meet their child’s teachers, where they will speak to each 
teacher for five minutes. Parents will be given a form beforehand, and they can choose which 
teachers they wish to meet and which time slot they prefer.  
 
There are no specific parent appointments at the end of each term. 
 
Parents’ access to the CSI building 
For security reasons parents are only authorized to enter the school building with an 
appointment. They must pass by the security office at the entrance, where they will be given 
a visitor’s badge. 
 
Throughout the school year, parents are invited to participate in different aspects of school 
life and special events: volunteering, parents’ associations, school trips and outings, races, 
carnival, the school fête, and so on. 
 
Telephones 
Pupils cannot be reached by landline in the CSI. However in case of emergency a parent can 
leave a message with the school office, who will give the message to the child concerned. 
Students are not authorized to use mobile phones and smartphones during class, in the 
library, during cover lessons or at the cafeteria. This includes ringing, text messages, Internet 
and apps. 
 
WIFI 
WIFI at school is for teachers and admin only. Students do not have access to WIFI. 
 

Lockers 
In secondary (collège and lycée), each student has a locker, which is secured by a padlock. 
Each locker is shared by two students. 
 
In primary, bags are left in the classroom. 
 

 



 Useful contacts 
 
CSI Reception +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 06 
 
Anglophone Section Dial ‘CSI Reception’ and ask for the Anglophone Section 
 
Primary school +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 05 
ce.0693318g@ac-lyon.fr 
 
Collège School Office +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 16 
viescocsi@gmail.com 
 
Collège Administration Office +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 13 
ce.0693479g@ac-lyon.fr 
 
Lycée School Office +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 18 
viescolairecsi@gmail.com 
 
Lycée Administration Office +33 - (0)4 78 69 60 06 
lycee.csi@gmail.com 
 
Collège and Lycée medical clinic 04 78 69 60 06  
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TEACHING AND LEARNING 
 

 
 
Classes by age group 
In France the year of birth determines which class the child enters. 
 
Here is a table which shows the French names of the classes (primary) and years 
(secondary) by age group. This is the age the child will reach during the school year (before 
summer vacation), whatever month he or she was born in.  
 
For example if your child was born in 2012, he or she will join CP in 2018. If he or she was 
born in 2011, he or she will join CE1, and so on: 
 
Age Class 
Primary 

6 CP 
7 CE1  
8 CE2 
9 CM1 
10 CM2 

 
Secondary 

11 6ème (pronounced ‘sixième’) 
12 5ème  (pronounced ‘cinquième’) 
13 4ème (pronounced ‘quatrième’) 
14 3ème (pronounced ‘troisième’) 

 
Lycée 

15 2nde (pronounced ‘seconde’) 
16 1ère (pronounced ‘première’) 
17 Terminale  

 

 

 



 

 

 

School Project (Projet d’établissement) 
Every four years, the educational team of the CSI works on the school educational project for 
the four years to come. They set the objectives for the school based on the figures, trends, 
changes and educational context. It is the equivalent of a strategic plan. 
 

Pupils arriving from overseas: FLS, FLS1, FLE 
 
Primary 
After the entrance tests for the CSI, and teachers’ initial assessments at the start of the 
school year, pupils enter one of three possible programmes: (1) regular syllabus without 
additional support for French, (2) French as a second language class (FLS), or (3) French as 
a second language class 1 (FLS 1). 
 

1. Regular syllabus : good grasp  of spoken and written French, no additional support 
necessary. 

2. French as a second language class (FLS): children who can speak French but 
need work on their written French. 

3. French as a second language class (FLS 1): children who speak no French upon 
arriving at the school. 

 
Each class in primary is comprised of children from each of these three programmes, and 
from eight language sections of the school (students from the Arabic section all speak 
French). 
 
Children following the FLS or FLS1 programmes have additional French classes several 
times a week, in order to bring them up to the required fluency in French.  
 
These programmes are flexible and can depend on the child’s progress. The educational 
team can decide to change a child from one programme to another during the year.  
 
Secondary 
Following the entrance tests for the CSI and the teachers’ initial assessments at the start of 
the school year (or following a decision made at the end of the previous school year, in the 
case of a pupil already attending the CSI), the pupils enter one of three possible 
programmes: (1) regular syllabus without additional support for French, (2) French as a 
second language class (FLS), or (3) French as a foreign language class 1(FLE). 
 

1. Regular syllabus : good grasp  of spoken and written French, no additional support 
necessary. 

2. French as a second language class (FLS): children who can speak French but 
need work on their written French. 

3. French as a foreign language class (FLE): children who speak no French upon 
arriving at the school. 

 
Each class in secondary is comprised of children from each of these three programmes, and 
from  8 language sections of the school.  
 



 

 

Children following the FLS programmes have additional French classes several times a week 
and, depending on the decision of their French teacher, may follow some or all of their 
regular classes.  
  
Children following the FLE programmes have additional French classes several times a 
week, in order to bring them up to the required fluency in French. They thus do not attend 
some of the other lessons in the week. 
 
These programmes and the number of FLS or FLE lessons followed in the week are flexible 
and can depend on the child’s progress. The educational team can decide to change a child 
from one programme to another during the year.  
 
Teaching methods 
 
The teaching method and approach in the Anglophone Section very much reflects the way of 
teaching in the UK or the USA. A lot of emphasis is given to expression, creativity and 
learning through enjoyment. One difference in the CSI is that children are given homework 
from the beginning of primary, in both French and English. For French, homework in primary 
school is customary. At the beginning, it should only take a few minutes each day. For 
English, the teachers explain that, as they only have six hours’ lessons with the children each 
week, children are expected to do more at home (especially reading) in order to stay up to 
speed with the syllabus. 
 
In secondary, it is important to note that teaching methods may differ between the French 
pedagogy and that of the UK or the USA. French teachers may put emphasis on rote 
learning, and may give pupils less room for self-expression, preferring instead to have them 
simply learn facts and information. Grading in French schools is notoriously tough, and can 
be focused more on highlighting errors then encouraging effort. However it is important to 
note that these are broad generalizations, and teachers have a lot of room to express 
individual teaching styles and approaches. 
 

Marks and grading 
 

 
 
Primary 
Children’s knowledge and skills acquisition is generally tested at the end of each teaching 
unit.  At the end of each term, the teacher sends parents, via the child, a grading and 
assessment booklet, which must be signed and returned by the parents. 



 

 

 
Depending on the teacher, the assessment grid can either be colour coded, from green to 
red, or a letters system, going from A to D. In the first case, green means concepts and skills 
have been fully assimilated, and red means concepts and skills are not assimilated. In the 
letter system, A  is assimilated and D is not assimilated. 
 
The assessment systems in the different language sections in primary vary from section to 
section. The teachers of the Anglophone section will explain their assessment system and 
criteria to parents at a start of year meeting or in the children’s workbooks.  
 
Secondary  
Pupils are regularly assessed in each subject, on dates provided by each teacher. At the end 
of each term the parents receive a school report which shows the grades and comments for 
each subject.  
 
Teachers, school representatives, parents representatives and student representatives meet 
during a class meeting (conseil de classe) at the end of each term in order to examine how 
each student is progressing (performance, attitude and grades). All representatives are also 
invited to speak about the atmosphere in class and any specific issue raised in the upstream 
questionnaires. See ‘conseil de classe’ below. 
 
Grades can be consulted in real time on the Pronote online application. 
 
In secondary, the scoring system in France is out of 20. 20 is the perfect score, 10 is the 
average, and 0 is of course the worst. It is not graded to a standardised curve, but as an 
absolute reference to the individual student’s abilities in the matter. 
 
It is worth noting that the French education system is as a rule more severe in its grading 
than is common in most English-speaking countries. Students in France would not routinely 
expect to get near perfect grades, which are reserved for highly exceptional work. 
 

Additional teaching support for students (étude, APE) 
In secondary, students can join homework groups. Students can sign up at the start of each 
term with their parents’ agreement. Extra support can also be offered depending on a 
student’s grades. 
 
In lycée, two hours are dedicated to extra support or careers advice, depending on students’ 
needs. Details of these sessions are given at the start of the year.  
 

Extra-curricular activities (primary) 
On Wednesdays, as there are no classes, the City of Lyon organizes optional activities in the 
school. Parents can choose to keep their children at home or let the child participate in these 
activities. They include arts and crafts workshops and other non-academic, creative learning 
sessions. 
 
These optional sessions are not run by the school staff. At the beginning of the year, parents 
have the option to sign children up to these sessions or not, and full details are given to each 
family as to the options and content of these mornings and afternoons.  
 



 

 

In-school activities (primary) 
Different activities are given to children during the lunch break, as lunch itself only accounts 
for about half of the mid-day break time. The list of these activities is presented at the 
beginning of the school year. These are again non-academic creative learning sessions, but 
this time led by the primary teaching team. 
 

Orientation and next steps 
At certain times in every pupil’s school life, time will be spent on orienting the pupil and 
deciding what the next step should be. 
 
At the end of the final year of primary (CM2): children are either oriented towards the 
secondary school (collège) at the CSI or at their local state school. Parents can also choose 
to put the child in a private secondary school. This orientation is made after consultation with 
the pupil’s parents.  The family can dispute the school’s decision, but the school’s decision is 
usually final.  
 
At the end of collège (3ème ): students are either invited to join the international lycée of the CSI 
(in their dedicated language section), or the CSI’s general lycée (in which case their 
language becomes a subject like any other), or another local state secondary school. Other 
options are possible (technical or professional lycées for example). The orientation and 
decision is made after consultation with the parents. 
 
At the end of 2nde in lycée: students are oriented towards the different sections of 1ère: L, ES or 
S. L is literary, which is more oriented to humanities. ES is oriented to economics, and S is 
scientific. This organization may change substantially with the next national educational 
reform. 
 
In the final year of lycée (terminale): either students decide to go abroad to study, in which 
case the Anglophone section offers advice and guidance (university counselling), or students 
may prefer to stay in France to study, in which case they must go online and make their 
choices on the dedicated French national education website: Parcoursup 
https://www.parcoursup.fr/ 
 
More information is given to families by the CSI. 
 
Exams 
Students sit several national exams during their school life: 
 
Le Brevet des Collèges is a French national exam taken at the end of collège (3ème) and it is 
also called DNB (Diplôme National du Brevet). Students at the CSI take what is called the 
DNB OIB (Option Internationale du Brevet) which is an international variant, containing an 
English oral exam in language and literature, and an oral exam in history and geography. 
The results of the Brevet at the CSI are, in general, excellent. In 2017 100% of students 
obtained their Brevet and 80% had a mention (high grade). 
 
IGCSE: at the end of seconde, students at the Anglophone section take the UK GCSE exam 
in English language and literature.  
 
Baccalauréat Français: in lycée, at the end of 1ère, students sit the French Baccalauréat 
(written and oral). They also take a test named TPE (Travaux Personnels Encadrés). This is 

https://www.parcoursup.fr/


 

in fact a continuous assessment test carried out in groups, and culminating in a file and an 
oral test at the end of the year. 
 
Baccalauréat or ‘BAC’: This is the final national French exam at the end of lycée. At the CSI, 
students generally take the BAC OIB (Option Internationale du Baccalauréat), which is an 
international variant of the exam. 
 

Sports at the CSI 
 

 
 
Clothing 
 
Primary: to make things easier all round, primary children are encouraged to come to school 
in clothing adapted to sports on the days on which they have sports activities. 
Secondary: pupils have access to boys’ and girls’ changing rooms, to get ready for physical 
education (EPS). 
 
“Sport at the CSI” (translated from an original text by the sports (EPS) teachers) 
  
By means of physical, sporting and artistic activities in school, physical and sports education 
aims to train children to become fit, well-rounded, intelligent, independent, and sociable 
citizens.  
  
This education should give children access to a full and balanced physical training, and 
include a wide variety of physical and sports activities. 
  
In lycée, students take three  sports activities from the following selection: swimming – 
distance running - badminton - gymnastics - step - dance - climbing - basketball - volleyball 
  
In the CSI, weekly sports sessions are reserved for pupils with disabilities.  
  
In terms of grades, grades in secondary are based not only on performance but also on 
mastery of skills, knowledge, capacity and attitude.  
  
There is more to sport at the CSI than EPS lessons. The teaching team encourages school 
pupils to participate in additional sporting activities in the following three ways : the Sports 



Association (AS) , individual educational projects; and sporting events, such as the annual 
cross-country running race.  
  
The Sports Association 
  
Optional activities are offered to pupils with an official sports licence throughout the school 
year, from September to June.  
  
These activities take place in the evenings from 5.30 to 7pm and/or on Wednesday 
afternoons.  
  
They include volleyball, basketball, indoor football, badminton, table tennis, gymnastics, 
climbing, athletics, distance running, karate, yoga and outdoor sports (mountain biking, 
kayaking, etc.). 
  
These activities are either for personal training or relaxation, or for competitions. An 
increasing number of students have chosen to represent the school in sports events: in 
running, badminton, adventure racing, climbing and indoor football, sometimes even at a 
national level. These nationally recognized sports activities are given priority on Wednesday 
afternoons.  
  
The sports teaching team also organizes outings during the week and/or at weekends. There 
are skiing trips between January and March, a husky dog racing weekend in March, and two 
climbing weekends in November and May. 
  
Skilled and willing students can also lead sports activities themselves, after receiving 
qualification from the sports teaching team and the president of the sports association (the 
head of school).  
  
A financial contribution is required for these extracurricular activities. 
  
Individual educational projects  
  
Individual sports projects include the school running race, which involves all primary and 
secondary students. It is a wonderful occasion and brings all the pupils and educational 
teams together. The best students go on to compete at a national level each year. 
  
For over 20 years, 110 pupils from the years 5ème and 4ème  have participated in an annual 
adventure trip to the Gorges du Tarn. The aim is to let students go on an individual and group 
adventure, in an unusual natural setting. There, they do a variety of activities such as 
kayaking, via ferrata, mountain biking, potholing, hiking and climbing.  
  
The EPS teaching team organize group classes, where pupils can learn different sports and 
physical activities, and then put them on show at events later in the year. The first event is 
the school running race in November, as previously mentioned. The second is the dance 
show in March, during the school’s open day. Finally there is an adventure trip in June, three 
days at the Vouglans Lake, where pupils can participate in activities such as climbing, 
kayaking, archery, beach volley, running-cycling, and orienteering.   
  



Finally, there is an adventure race in September for lycée students (in seconde). This event 
aims to help integrate new arrivals to the lycée. There are activities such as climbing, 
mountain biking, running and kayaking, in which students participate in pairs. 
  
To find out more 
Consult the EPS website: https://sites.google.com/site/equipeepscsi/ 
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School management 
 
 
Who’s who? 
 
CSI School Management 
 
The French Head of School is M. Serge Guinot (Principal or Proviseur) 
Phone: 04 78 69 60 02 (secretary) 
Email: ce.0693446w@ac-lyon.fr 
 
At the Lycée level, Mme Christèle Houssemand is Vice-Principal (Proviseur Adjointe)  
Phone: 04 78 69 60 07 (secretary) 
Email: lycee.csi@gmail.com 
 
Mme Alexa Marti is Dean of Students at the secondary (collège) level (Conseillère 
Principale d’Education or CPE) 
Phone: 04 78 69 60 18 
Email: viescolairecsi@gmail.com 
 
Mme Rania Nakouri is Vice-Principal for secondary (Principale Adjointe)  
Phone: 04 78 69 60 13 
Email: ce.0693479g@ac-lyon.fr 
 
Mme Céline Cordier is Dean of Students (Conseillère Principale d’Education or CPE),  
Phone: 04 78 69 60 17 
Email: viescocsi@gmail.com 
 
The Director of Primary is M. Pascal Fino (Directeur de l’École Élémentaire)  
Phone: 04 78 69 60 05 
Email: ce.0693318g@ac-lyon.fr 
 
 

Anglophone Section contacts 
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The Acting Head of the Anglophone section is Julie Mortimer 
Phone: 04 78 69 60 06 (Ask for APESA) 
Email: contact@csianglo.org 
 
The administrative officer in charge of admissions, fees, etc. is Tom Badou 
Phone: 04 78 69 60 06 
Email: contact@csianglo.org 
 

The President of the APESA board is Lara Bonucci 
Phone: 06 75 44 74 94 
Email: lara.bonucci@mac.com 
 

Election of student representatives 
In primary (from CE2 upwards), in secondary and in lycée, the pupils of each class elect two 
student representatives at the start of the school year, in an election organized by the form 
teacher. These students represent the class in meetings with teachers and other 
stakeholders in school life.  
 
In collège and lycée, special representatives (elected to Conseil de la Vie Collégienne, or 
CVC and Conseil de la Vie Lycéenne, or CVL) make proposals to improve everyday life in 
the school.  
 
Student representatives have several roles: they represent the other students in their class, 
and they can mediate between students and other members of the educational team, such 
as management, teachers, school staff and parents.   
 
The student representatives participate in ‘conseils de classe’, which are meetings that bring 
together the teaching staff, parents and student representatives (see below). These meetings 
are a feature of all French schools, not just the CSI. 
 
In school-level CSI board meetings (Conseil d’Administration or CA), student representatives 
report the views and opinions of their classmates and make proposals to improve school life.  
 
Student representatives meet at least twice a year, at the annual general meeting of student 
representatives.  
 
Parents 
 
Election of parent representatives 
During the autumn term, the head of the school organizes a meeting for the election of the 
parent representatives. Two parents from the list of candidates are elected to be the parent 
representatives, and two more the deputy representatives, for each class in the school. 
   
  
Conseil de classe (collège and lycée) 
The ‘conseil de classe’ is a quarterly meeting for each class, during which the following 
people are present: all the teachers of the class, the head of school (or a representative), the 
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CPE, the class student representatives, and the class parent representatives. These 
meetings take place in the evening, outside of school holidays.   
 
The form teacher or a representative of the teaching team presents the class grades and his 
or her observations and comments on the class, based on input, gathered upstream, from 
the teaching and educational team. 
 
On this basis, and taking into account any other relevant factors, the conseil de classe looks 
at each pupil’s behaviour and progress in order to provide the correct guidance in his or her 
work and, eventually, choice of further study.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE ANGLOPHONE SECTION 
 

 
 
The APESA board 
As mentioned above, the CSI is a state institution and cannot privately employ teachers. So 
the Anglophone Section has a board (APESA - l’Association des Parents d'Elèves de la 
Section Anglophone) which recruits and employs the teachers and staff. The main activities 
of the board are: 

● Manage the finances and budget of the Anglophone Section 
● Recruit and manage the teaching team and the administrative team 
● Oversee salaries and other fixed costs 
● Organize events 
● Handle issues and complaints 
● Meet with the Head of Section and ensure the smooth running of the Section 
● Meet with the Head of School and other partners from the educational team, and 
● Meet with local authorities, to create relationships and defend the school and 

Anglophone Section against any risks or threats to its statutes or operations 
 
The board meets monthly to discuss operational issues, events and ongoing projects. 
 
The board is elected during the AGM (Assemblée générale) which takes place in October or 
November each year. Parents are invited to attend this meeting, in which the board reviews 
the last year, and presents the finances and budget for next year. Board members are 
elected by the parents during this meeting. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Calendar of events in which APESA is involved 
. Start of year presentation 
. Welcome Committee 
. Coffee mornings 
. Halloween party 
. Teachers’ Christmas lunch 
. Christmas market 
. ILYMUN 
. Open day 
. Book Fair 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Getting informed 
 
Staying informed 
The APESA / Anglophone Section holds parents’ email addresses and distributes relevant 
information via email, including the Newsbites newsletter from the teaching staff, updates 
from the Board and other activities in the Section. 
 
The website www.csianglo.org is also a key source of information for parents of students in 
the Section. 
 
Getting involved on social media (#SocialMedia@APESA) 
The CSI Lyon APESA board and members maintain various social media feeds and groups - 
of varying levels of formality - to facilitate engagement between parents, the APESA and 
each other. 
 
You are encouraged to join the Closed Group on Facebook, “CSI Anglophone Section 
Parents” (in requesting access, please be sure to state your child’s name and year). 
 
Other informal groups of parents set up their own year-specific and language-specific groups, 
to share information - these can be very useful! 
 

Getting involved 
 
Coffee mornings 
Coffee mornings are organized on a regular basis by the APESA Welcome Committee, for 
parents to meet and get to know each other. You will receive invitations by email.  
 
Anglophone library (Primary and Secondary) 
As mentioned above, the Anglophone library is run by volunteers and any parent available to 
help out is always very much appreciated. 
 
Events Committee 
Several events, such as the Halloween and Christmas events, are organized by parents and 
board members. Volunteers are very much appreciated to help with the organization and 
preparation of these events, as well as helping out on the day. Whatever you can offer: time, 
skills (such as baking!), giveaways and prizes, the Events Committee will break down what is 
needed and let you know how you can help via a Doodle poll. All help is greatly appreciated! 
 
Apesa Board 
Board members are parents who are elected during the AGM in October/November each 
year. If you are interested in joining the board, you can put your name forward for election 
(an email is sent round before the meeting). 
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Who to contact 
 
If you are interested in helping out, please contact the President of the APESA board: 
 
The President of the APESA board is Lara Bonucci 
Phone: 06 75 44 74 94 
Email: lara.bonucci@mac.com 
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