
Newsbite 
News from the APESA: June 2019 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the last edition of NewsBite for this school year! ‘Education’ is such a big word that encompasses so much 
more than just academics. As educators we need to play our part in developing well-rounded adults for the future. In other 
words, people who are not just confident but who also show kindness and empathy towards others. We know that our 
students won’t master the whole palette of skills they need before leaving us, but I sincerely hope that we will have 
contributed to their appetite for life and love of learning. I feel very privileged to have taught some of our Terminale 
students when they were in Primary and now see them on the threshold of a new chapter in their lives. I can assure you it is 
a very humbling feeling!   

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to our Parent Board for their tremendous work over this past year; the 
administrative staff for the huge amount of ‘behind the scenes’ support; and of course, our tireless and ever-professional 
teaching team.  

If you are leaving us, may I wish you and your family all the very best for the future. To 
returning families, may your summer be full of enjoyment and relaxation.  

Thank you for your continuing support. 
With warmest wishes, 
Julie Mortimer 
Acting Head of Section, APESA

Dear Parents, 

The end of the school year is fast approaching, and we’d like to take the opportunity to take a look back at what’s been 
happening in the Anglophone Section in 2018/19 and ahead to 2019/20. The year has, as ever, been a busy one for 
students and teachers, both in and outside of the classroom, with trips and events, including the annual Snow Trip in 
college, visits to London for lycée students and Halloween fun and Sports Day in primary, to name but a few. 

The APESA Board also organized the Section’s first Spring meeting, as part of our commitment to extending and enhancing 
communication with parents. Another first was our parents’ survey. We were delighted to receive a total of 222 responses, 
with a substantial majority positive about the English-language education our students receive, their overall experience in 
the Section and how the Section operates. Those results are largely down to all that our dedicated teaching and 
administrative team does for our children. We would like to warmly thank them all, and especially Julie Mortimer, who has 
continued to fulfill her role as Acting Head of Section with energy and commitment as her retirement approaches. Mr Rob 
Miller, our Head of Section, has not yet been able to return to the CSI and we will keep you informed as fully as possible.   

The end of the school year will also be a time to say goodbye to several great teachers - Lisa Jones, Tony Clarke and Lucy 
Haley  - and we wish them all the best in their new personal and professional ventures. In turn, we will be welcoming three 
new secondary teachers – Sean Rattos in history & geography – Lorna Cassan and Francesca Doggart in language & 
literature - in September.  

A big thank you to all APESA parents, for your help and participation in many activities throughout the year. If you haven’t 
had a chance to take part yet, we’re always looking for new volunteers to help with the many events and services organized 
by the section. One area where we will urgently need your help next year is the college library.  

Wishing you all a fun, restful and sunny summer vacation, 
Lara Bonucci 
APESA President



 A Poet in our Midst 
 

 

Joy by Emma Gu 

I open the door to a small cry of glee, 
hurried steps on the floor by small clumsy feet, 
a tiny embrace just above my blue knees, 
he’s my salvation, the hero I need. 

through the coldness of ice, 
and the sharpness of knives; 
the crackle of bones, 
and the sizzle of spice. 

through thick and through thin, 
through the bruising of skin; 
i look in his eyes, 
and I know how to win. 

when he grips my forefinger with his sweaty palm, 
his slim tender lips would start singing a song 
of a world with no language, no right and no wrong, 
he reminds me of peace, of quiet, of calm. 

when I think of the wonder, the beauties of life, 
i think about him, only he’s in my sight; 
yes, my little brother, to whom I do owe 
the whole of my love and a part of my soul. 

because no one can see, no, not even he, 
times of which I do not like to speak; 
where the only thought that pushed me to breathe, 
was the thought of all things he’d face without me. 

he is the pink to my canvas of black, 
he is the needle that sews up my back; 
he is the glue that holds me together, 
to me he is home, to me he is shelter. 

i hold him so close, so dear to my chest, 
afraid to break him like I did the rest; 
he’s the last petal on my magic rose, 
yet he’s the most special; he does still grow. 

he does still cry, 
he does still bleed, 
he does still live, laugh and breathe. 

he is my boy, 
my baby boy. 

and yes: 

he is all of my joy. 

Cong ratulations to Emma Gu in 
Troisième for winning the ASIBA poetry 
competition. This competition is open to 
students in French International 
schools around the world and the head 
judge is the Eng l ish Literature 
Inspector from Cambridge International 
Exams. The theme for this year was 
'joy'. Emma has won a beautiful book of 
poetry and her poem will be published 
in an online poetry magazine as well.



London Drama Trip 
 

The annual drama trip went off very well  
this year. Favorite moments included   
watching a courtroom drama in an actual  
courtroom, The Comedy about a  
Bank Robbery, Camden market, Harry  
Potter studios, the V & A museum,  
group games in the park, eating at  
Wagamama and just being in London! 

M.P. Robertson Author Visit  
Our annual language week in primary was 
another huge success this year. We were 
lucky enough to be visited by the author/ 
illustrator M.P. Robertson who explained 
to the children where his ideas and 
inspiration for his children's picture books 
came from.  We were able to see all of his 
ske tchbooks and how his ide as are 
formulated on paper before they are sent 
to the publisher. M.P. Robertson is well 
known for his dragon illustrations. We all 
took part in a drawing workshop and he 
taught us all his top tips and drawing 
skills. He read a version of his new, yet to 
be publ ished book , which was ver y 
exciting!  



News from Secondary  
 

6eme & 5eme REACHING FOR THE STARS 
This year the students have tracked the books they have 
read by decorating our classroom with stars and clouds. 
We have been so impressed with the number of books the 
students  have  read  this  year.  Over  500  books  read 
across all the classes. This is an exceptional feat and 
we are so proud of all our students! Just a reminder to 
check inboxes for the Summer Reading Lists that will be 
sent  out  in  July.  Keep  up  the  great  work  over  the 
summer vacation!

5eme: Animal Farm Visual Summaries 
5eme  students  have  been  exploring  the  theme  of 
Dystopia  through  two  different  texts.  Reading  both, 
The  Giver  and  Animal  Farm,  students  looked  at 
similarities  and  differences  in  power  across  these 
novels.  One  way  we  spent  time  examining  the  more 
complex  text  of  Animal  Farm  was  through  visual 
summaries.  Students  used  their  creative  sides  to 
choose quotes and main events to share their knowledge 
in a more visual way. Their results were outstanding 
and showed their deeper understanding of the novel. 
Great job! 

6eme & 4eme: Exploring Shakespeare 
We ended our year in college studying William 
Shakespeare. Students in 6eme and 4eme have been 
exploring his craft, iambic pentameter and making 
connections to other texts we have studied this year. 
6eme focused on Romeo and Juliet - comparing different 
versions and exploring the difficulty of translating 
the Old English of Shakespeare into a more modern 
speak. 4eme studied The Merchant of Venice and 
continued our examination of the theme of justice. The 
students were able to compare and contrast the 
courtroom scenes from Shakespeare and To Kill a 
Mockingbird, making strong connections about what we 
have studied this year. 



Snippets from Primary 

CE1 
CE1 have been getting Horrid with Horrid Henry! We have shared 
many of his stories and created our own alliterative characters to 
star in our very own books. We have also been mixing up a storm 
while reading George’s Marvellous Medicine.  

CM1 
We have been studying the story of Mulan. Discussing how the events of 
the story unfolded and how different characters in the story reacted, using 
emotive language to really capture their thoughts and feelings. We have 
been looking at key events of the story and writing a third person account 
using a range of different sentence lengths and writing techniques.  

CM2  
The Oscars are upon us and the CM2s are busy putting together 
their film trailers before their deadline. Lots of opportunities for 
collaborative work and creativity, and a lovely way to round off the 
year. 

CP 
In CP we have been busy growing beans and preparing for our 
wax work museum project. All children have also been continuing 
with their phonics programs, practising the final sounds of the 
year.

CE2 
The CE2s have embarked on a mini research project about 
Ancient Egypt. As well as researching facts, making notes and 
writing these up into their own words, they have learned to use 
Spark Page to showcase their final work as a web page. Very 
professional!



Primary Sports Day June 2019 

APESA Libraries
The Primary Library 

The last week that the primary children can take 
books from the Anglophone library is the week of the 
3rd of June. These dates were given to us by the 
Head of the French Library. All books need to be 
returned the following week (10th of June). Fees for 
missing or damaged books will be distributed the 
week of the 17th June. Just a reminder that everyone 
signed a contract at the beginning of the year about 
possible missing or damaged books to help create 
clarity for procedure when something happens to 
one of the school library books. Thank you for your 
help, and have a lovely summer break.

The Secondary Library 

We have just finished ordering many new and 
exciting titles for the library, so keep your eyes 
out after vacation for a newly organised library! 
We hope you all find lots of wonderful titles to 
read over the vacation and let us know if there is 
something you would like to see in the 
secondary library. Thanks to all our volunteers for 
making the year run smoothly! 

We had two beautiful and sunny days for this year’s CSI Anglo Primary sports day. All the 
children took part in various sporting events and tried their best to win as many points for their 
team as possible.There was a huge turn out of parent helpers and supporters, which was 
fantastic. There was even some time to squeeze in some teacher and parent egg and spoon races.

Have a wonderful summer vacation!


